
Jeremiah 17:5-6 paints us a picture of a cursed man - “a shrub in the desert”. What a dismal 
image of a man! A person who is always trusting in himself is like a dried-up shrub, looking old, 
tired, and haggard. But thank God the Bible didn’t just stop with the description of the cursed 
man. It goes on in Jeremiah 17:7-8 to paint a beautiful picture of a blessed man.  
 
Jesus will cause you to be a picture of robust strength, vitality and good success. See yourself 
like a beautiful tree planted by the waters. God’s Word says that even when ‘heat’ comes, you 
will not fear it! Did you notice a crucial difference between the blessed man and the cursed 
man? While the cursed man cannot see good when it comes (Jeremiah 17:6), the blessed man 
will not fear even when heat comes! The King James Version says that the blessed man 
“shall not see when heat cometh”. This is amazing. It means that heat comes even to the 
blessed man but he is not conscious of seasons of ‘heat’, and instead continues to be strong 
and to flourish. He will be like a tree whose leaf continues to be green. When you are like the 
blessed man, you will be evergreen! This means that you will enjoy divine health, youthfulness, 
vitality, and dynamism. When you are blessed, your body will be full of life as the Lord renews 
your youth and vigour. Your health will not fail you, nor will you lose your youth. There will be 
no stress, worry and fear, because the blessed man “will not be anxious in the year of drought”. 
A year of drought speaks of a severe famine, and in our modern vernacular, it would be no 
different from the global financial meltdown, the subprime crisis, the collapse of global 
investment banks, the volatile stock markets, and rampant inflation. While it is bad news for 
the people of the world, the blessed man can remain at rest because God has promised that 
even in the midst of any crisis, he will not “cease from yielding fruit”. So, be the blessed man / 
woman who puts his / her trust in the Lord, and this will be your reality as a believer in Christ! 
 
Jeremiah 17:7-8 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in Him. 
They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not 
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and 
never fails to bear fruit.” 


