
Encouragement

1) Hebrews 10:19-39

"A call to persevere

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His 
body, and since we have a Great Priest over the house of God, let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us 
from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold 
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful.

And let us consider how we may spur one another on towards love and good deeds. Let 
us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another – and all the more as you see the Day approaching. If we deliberately keep 
on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left,
but only a fearful expectation of judgement and of raging fire that will consume the 
enemies of God. Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the 
testimony of two or three witnesses. How much more severely do you think a man 
deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, who has treated 
as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who has insulted 
the Spirit of grace? For we know Him who said, "It is mine to avenge; I will repay", and 
again "the Lord will judge His people". It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. 

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your 
ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. Sometimes you were publicly exposed 
to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so 
treated. You sympathised with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of 
your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting 
possessions. So do not throw away your confidence, for it will be richly rewarded. You 
need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what He 
has promised. For in just a very little while, "He who is coming will come and not delay. 
But the righteous will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, I will not be pleased with 
him." But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who 
believe and are saved."

2) 2 Corinthians 4:1-18, 5:1-10

"Treasures in jars of clay

Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 
Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do 



we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we 
commend ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our 
gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. The god of this age, Satan, has 
blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord, and ourselves as Your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God who said, "Let 
light shine out of darkness", made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from 
God and not from us. We are hard-pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, 
but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down but not destroyed.
We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also
be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for 
Jesus’ sake, so that His life may be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at 
work in us, but life is at work in You.

It is written: I believed; therefore I have spoken. With that same spirit of faith we also 
believe and therefore speak, because we know that the One who raised the Lord Jesus 
from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and will bring us with You in His presence. All 
this is for Your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may 
cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God. Therefore, we do not lose heart. 
Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For 
what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

Our Heavenly dwelling

Now we know that if the Earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, an eternal house in Heaven, not built by human hands. Meanwhile we groan, 
longing to be clothed with our Heavenly dwelling, because when we are clothed, we will
not be found naked. For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because 
we do not wish to be unclothed, but to be clothed with our Heavenly dwelling, so that 
what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. Now it is God who has made us for this very
purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body
we are away from the Lord. We live by faith, not by sight. We are confident, I say, and 
would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our 
goal to please Him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. For we must 
all appear before the Judgement Seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due 
to him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad." 



3) Philippians 3:12-21

"Pressing on towards the goal

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining towards what is ahead, I press on towards the goal to win the prize
for which God has called me Heavenwards in Christ Jesus. 

All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you 
think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let us live up to what we 
have already attained. Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note
of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. For, as I have often told you 
before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the Cross of Christ. 
Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. 
Their mind is on Earthly things. But our citizenship is in Heaven. And we eagerly await a 
Saviour from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, at the Second Coming, by the power that
enables Him to bring everything under His control, will transform our lowly (mortal) 
bodies into glorified (eternal) bodies, so that they will be like His glorious body."

*******


