
The Hebrew word for “time” is the word eth, meaning “time” or “season”. The Hebrew words 
for “chance happen” are pega qarah. Together with eth, they present a picture not of random 
occurrences, but “right happenings” that are dependent on the Lord’s orchestration. 
 
It’s unfortunate that the word “chance” is used in the English translation, because when you 
read “time and chance happen to them all”, it gives the wrong impression of random 
happenings, occurrences that happen as if by ‘luck’. But if you study the root of the word pega 
in the Scriptures, you will see it is from the word paga, which actually means “to make 
intercession” or “pray”. There is a principle of Bible interpretation called the law of first 
mention. When you are studying a word, look at the first time it appears in the Bible. There is 
deep spiritual truth and significance in the first occurrence of the word in the Bible.  
 
Applying this principle to the word paga, we see in the Bible that the first time it is used is in 
Genesis 23:8, where it means “intercede”. The same word is also used in Isaiah 53:12, where it 
says the Lord “made intercession for the transgressors”. The other Hebrew word, qarah, is 
often used in other parts of the Bible to explain God-ordained happenings. So “chance happen” 
should more accurately be translated as “prayed opportunities” or “prayed happenings”. When 
you have eth and pega qarah combined here, it speaks of right-time, right-place 
happenings, or of being at the right place at the right time, doing the right thing as a result of 
prayer. 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:11 “…The fastest runner doesn’t always win the race, and the strongest warrior 
doesn’t always win the battle. The wise sometimes go hungry, the skillful are not necessarily 
wealthy, and those who are educated don’t always lead successful lives. It is all decided by 
chance, by being in the right place at the right time.” 


